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Public input is helping guide the development of the East Moraine management plan

ENTERPRISE – Cooperation from recreationists and local land managers are helping guide the management

of Wallowa County’s recent acquisition of the Wallowa Lake East Moraine.

 

More than 450 people responded to an online survey posted last spring that asked about their interests and

concerns for the future management of the land, now in Wallowa County ownership. County and Wallowa

Land Trust staff followed up the survey last summer by facilitating focus groups in order to gain further

information on the moraine’s many uses.

 

Eric Greenwell, the Trust’s conservation director, said the data collected is helping the Wallowa Lake Moraines

Partnership, which includes the County, the Trust, Wallowa Resources and Oregon Parks and Recreation

Department, develop a multiple-use management plan, particularly as it relates to recreation.

 

“In developing the management plan the Partnership is seeking to keep all uses in balance and keep people

safe,” Greenwell said. “The survey and focus group questions were designed to gather input regarding specific

values and uses, which the Partnership has already acquired funding for and committed to preserving.”

 

The majority of respondents stated that they use the property for recreation, but input was also gathered from

those who have grazed, hunted, gathered roots and harvested timber on the property in the past.

 

Kathleen Ackley, Wallowa Land Trust’s executive director, said, “The survey reaffirmed the vision of the

Partnership and demonstrated that our community is proud of what we accomplished together.”

 

Ackley said an overview of the Partnership’s goals were stated at the beginning of survey and the questions

asked about opportunities and/or conflicts both perceived and experienced. 

 

“We also asked for recommendations for how we might manage conflicts, such as how to get users to

acknowledge and respect the private property rights of neighboring landowner’s,” Ackley said.
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The survey questions were both qualitative and quantitative. Some were multiple choice while others made

room for open-ended narrative responses focused on the Partnership’s five conservation values and five uses:

forestry, grazing, habitat, cultural resources and recreation. Of the survey respondents, 63 percent were full-

time residents, 16 percent part-time residents with the remaining 21 percent were visitors. Approximately 35

people participated in the seven focus groups - all but one live in the county full-time.

For the focus groups, recreation was broken down into equestrian, pedestrian and mountain bike uses.

Katy Nesbitt, Wallowa County natural resources director, said the focus group members gave insight into not

only the popular uses of the moraine when it was in private ownership as well as some of the potential

conflicts.

“Surprisingly, most of the feedback we gathered in the focus groups was that there has been little conflict

among users,” Nesbitt said. “The county is keenly aware that juggling multiple-uses can be difficult, but the

national forest has more than 100 years of experience from which we can model the county’s management.”

While the management plan is still in development, the partners agree that educating the public will be an

on-going endeavor.

 

Greenwell said, “Education on the land’s multiple-use and its regulations will be an important part of the East

Moraine’s management to both dispel misconceptions about natural resources and stewardship as well as to

continue an on-going public information program.”

 

The survey and focus group information showed acquisition of the moraine generated an enormous amount

of community pride and goodwill, yet not all respondents were convinced that balancing multiple uses was

achievable.  

 

“Setting clear expectations with the community and following through will be critical especially in the

beginning,” Greenwell said. This is a huge community achievement, but again and again respondents echoed

the sentiment, ‘keep it as it is,’ or expressed concerns for a future of increased use, use conflicts and

overdevelopment.”

  

The East Moraine Community Forest Survey results are now posted on the Campaign for the East Moraine

website, http://www.morainecampaign.org. 

The link to the survey report and the full raw data are located just beneath the main banner and aerial shot of

Wallowa Lake. 

###

About the Wallowa Lake Moraines Partnership

The Partnership was formed in 2011 by Wallowa Land Trust, Wallowa Resources, Wallowa County and Oregon

Parks and Recreation Department to secure the East Moraine as a natural landscape and a model for

sustainable natural resource management. The goals of the Partnership are to: provide public access

respectful of the landscape and its scenic beauty; protect open space for wildlife, recreation, and natural

resources; and, maintain sustainable working landscapes of farms, forests and rangeland to contribute to the

local economy and rural ways of life.

Kathleen Ackley, Executive Director of Wallowa Land Trust, 116 S River St, Enterprise, OR

97828, (541) 426-2042;     

Nils Christoffersen, Executive Director of Wallowa Resources, 401 NE First St, Suite A,

Enterprise, OR 97828, (541) 426-8053; 

Wallowa County Board of Commissioners, 101 S River St, Enterprise, OR 97828, (541) 426-4543;    

Matt Rippee, Oregon Parks and Recreation District, (541) 962-6518;

Amy Singh, Oregon Department of Forestry, (971) 718-1054;

or find useful information at morainecampaign.org.

For those seeking more information on the next steps of the project, call or visit:


